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Within the EU, the consequences encountered by an offender for
his or her offence vary considerably from one Member State to
another. With the aim of reducing the resulting obstacles to judicial
cooperation in criminal matters, the EU is increasingly focusing
on harmonising the legal consequences of criminal behaviour.
However, a convincing system has not yet been developed. This
shortfall prompted the international research group the European
Criminal Policy Initiative to devise a legally and politically compatible
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model for harmonising criminal sanctions within the EU, which
seeks to balance national and European interests in the best
possible way. On the basis of a comprehensive comparison of
national legal systems and an analysis of existing European law,
this study develops a category model that is based on the idea of
the relative comparability of sanctions. It presents and elucidates
this new model in English and German and illustrates its potential
for further development.
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