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An Uncharted Transition
The Balkans in the Post-Wall Era

„An Uncharted Transition“ konzentriert sich mit einem inte-
grativen Ansatz auf die Region Westbalkan und Ostmittel-
europa und versucht, die Haupttrends in diesen Regionen 
aufzuzeigen, die Vielfalt der interagierenden Entwicklungen 
zu evaluieren und neue Einblicke in diese Regionen zu 
gewähren. Dieser Aufsatz wirft ein neues Licht auf einige 
Schlüsselthemen wie Integration, Demokratisierung, das 

Ost-West-Gefälle und die Differenz von Zentrum und Peri-
pherie. Ziel ist es, systemische Veränderungen hervorzu-
heben, die Hybridisierung struktureller und individueller 
Faktoren anzuerkennen und das Oszillieren zwischen For-
malität und Informalität, Konsolidierung und Dekonsolidie-
rung sowie Demokratisierung und Entdemokratisierung 
aufzuzeigen.
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An Uncharted Transition focuses on the western Balkans 
and east-central Europe in an integrated approach attempt-
ing to evidence the main trends in, review the variety of 
interacting trajectories of and offer new insights into these 
regions. This essay sheds new light on some key issues, such 
as transition, integration, democratisation, the east–west 
divide and the core–periphery gap. Its aim is to highlight 
systemic change, to acknowledge the hybridisation of struc-
tural factors and individual ones, and to identify the oscil-
lation between formality and informality, consolidation and 
deconsolidation, and democratisation and de-democrati-
sation.

The author argues, first, that transition—characterised by 
instability, movement, alterations and ruptures—becomes 

the rule of any society, not exclusively that of ‘transitional 
societies’. And, secondly, away from the sequencing theorised 
on in democratisation studies, transition points tentatively—
beyond the post-Wall period—to a new era: an age of  
transition characterised by uncertainty as well as by move-
ment that creatively empowers a society to self-constitute. 
Accordingly, democracy is framed as an open-ended process, 
‘under construction’, constantly interrogating itself.

An Uncharted Transition invites the reader to explore the 
new lands of democracy through forward-looking analyses 
based on a substantial number of sources in multiple  
languages. It presents if not a manifesto, then a wake-up 
call to those involved in shaping how Europe, central and 
eastern Europe specifically, could be in the future.


