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Vorwort von Frederick Beiser

For most of the 20th century, the study of German 19th century phi-
losophy had an established and stable curriculum. There was German
idealism, which consisted in Kant, Fichte, Schelling and Hegel; there
were the early existentialists, Kierkegaard and Nietzsche; there was
the lonely grouchy figure of Arthur Schopenhauer; and, finally, there
were the left-Hegelians and Karl Marx. Beyond these figures, few
dared to venture. Of course, there were »academic philosophers«,
but they were boring epigoni which could be safely ignored. Curricu-
lae on 19th century philosophy in the Anglophone world included
some or all these figures but rarely anyone else.

There were two chief sources of this image of German philoso-
phy: one was Hegel’s history of philosophy, which shaped the concept
of idealism so that it would end with his own system; the other was
Karl Löwith’s remarkableVonHegel bis Nietzsche,which gave a lively
account of developments after Hegel.

Starting in the 1980s, this paradigm began to break down. It has
proven itself to be remarkably limited in scope and intention. The
scholarship of Dieter Henrich on the early history of philosophy in
Jena revealed the many »minor« thinkers who were fundamental for
the formation of German idealism; the research of Manfred Frank
showed the philosophical richness and depth of the romantic move-
ment, which had for so long been treated solely as a literary move-
ment; and, finally, the study of the neo-Kantian movement by Klaus
Köhnke had made clear its profound contribution to the history of
19th century philosophy. Gradually, it became evident that there
was an enormous problem in the distribution of academic labor: there
were not too many scholars chasing too few books—the standard
complaint—but too few scholars to master too many books. Lying in
the depths of history were mountains of unexplored material, which
it would take generations to understand.

Among the new found lands of 19th century history was the
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field sometimes referred to as »late idealism«. It turns out that when
Hegel ended his history of modern idealism with his own system he
spoke much too soon. The idealist movement would not really end
until the death of Ernst Cassirer in 1945; but long before then there
were important spokesmen for the movement who kept alive the ide-
alist legacy. Perhaps the chief late idealists were Adolf Trendelenburg
(1802–1872) and Hermann Lotze (1816–1881); but there was a host
of thinkers who fit under this label (Ignaz Troxler, Heinrich Chaly-
bäus, Christian Weiβe, Moriz Carrière, Jakob Frohschammer), all of
whom deserve examination. Not the least of these thinkers is the one
to whom the present study is devoted: Immanuel Hermann Fichte.

History has not been kind to Immanuel Hermann Fichte. He not
only fell under the shadow of his very famous father, Johann Gottlieb
Fichte, but he also had to struggle to find a position and make a name
for himself. In the history of 19th century philosophy he has been
usually allotted a few perfunctory paragraphs, which would stress
his defense of theism and immortality; but that would make him
sound like a reactionary Christian publicist. The originality and depth
of Fichte’s many writings show him to be a central figure of late ide-
alism, a thinker of no less stature than Trendenlenburg and Lotze.

Cristián Hernández Maturana’s study brings to light many fas-
cinating facets of Fichte’s thought which have gone largely unnoticed
in the secondary literature: that the inspiration for Fichte’s belief in
immortality came not from Christian but Greek sources; that Fichte
eschewed the old rationalist a priori proofs for the immortality of the
soul and instead fell back on a posteriori arguments from psychology
and anthropology; that Fichte was completely familiar with all the
controversies of his age and that his philosophy was his answer to
them. Last but not least, Fichte developed his own original theory of
mind-body relations: he maintained that the soul had to embody it-
self, that its essential nature was spatial and temporal.

The Immanuel Herman Fichte that emerges from Hernández’s
study is a full-blooded figure enmeshed in the controversies and con-
cerns of his era. It places Fichte where he should be: in the center of
the map in the study of late German idealism. Hernández’s discussion
is a model of clarity and thoroughness, making it a necessary stopping
point for anyone interested in the study of German 19th century phi-
losophy.

Frederick Beiser Syracuse, New York
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So mußt du sein, dir kannst du nicht entfliehen,
So sagten schon Sibyllen, so Propheten;
Und keine Zeit und keine Macht zerstückelt
Geprägte Form, die lebend sich entwickelt.

Δαιμων, Dämon
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
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