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Social diversity and access to healthcare

Social diversity may affect health outcomes in situations when access
to healthcare is limited for certain social groups. Although non-dis-
criminatory access to healthcare services is one of the basic principles
of medical ethics and health law, there are still debates regarding the
implementation of this concept in practice. Barriers such as inade-
quate legal entitlements, language, different concepts of health and
disease, socio-economic factors or attitudes of healthcare profes-
sionals can hinder equity in access to healthcare. The authors of con-
tributions gathered in this volume analyze challenges in access to
healthcare for various minority groups and propose possible solu-
tions.
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Preface

This volume is the result of the European Union project »Healthcare
as a Public Space: Social Integration and Social Diversity in the Con-
text of Access to Healthcare in Europe«, which is being conducted
within the framework of the Joint Research Programme ›Public
Spaces: Culture and Integration in Europe‹ funded by the Humanities
in the European Research Area (HERA) network and the European
Commission.

This project focuses on the concept of diversity that includes as-
pects of ethnicity, religion, gender, and sexual orientation in the social
context of healthcare viewed as a public space. The aim of this project
is to generate systematic knowledge about how and to what degree
the European norms and guidelines concerning diversity are imple-
mented in national legal regulations in Germany, Slovenia, Croatia,
and Poland and how they are realized in clinical practice in these
countries. The project concentrates on the ethical, cultural, and nor-
mative aspects of integration and exclusion within the healthcare
sector.

The project is being realized in cooperation of research institu-
tions at four European universities: the Institute of the History, Phi-
losophy and Ethics of Medicine at Ulm University (Germany), the
Institute of History of Medicine at the Faculty of Medicine of the
University of Ljubljana (Slovenia), the Department of Social Sciences
and Medical Humanities at the Faculty of Medicine of the University
of Rijeka (Croatia), and the Center for Bioethics and Biolaw at the
Faculty of Philosophy of the University of Warsaw (Poland).

The publication of this volume would not have been possible
without generous support. We thank the Humanities in the European
Research Area (HERA) network together with the European Com-
mission for approval and funding of the project. We also thank all
national funding agencies: Coratian Academy of Sciences and Arts
(Croatia), Federal Ministry of Education and Research (Germany),
National Science Centre (Poland), and Ministry of Education, Science
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and Sport (Slovenia) for financing and support of the project. We
thank all authors for their contributions to the volume.

Ljubljana, Warsaw, Rijeka, and Ulm Mojca Ramšak, Paweł Łuków,
April 2022 Amir Muzur and Florian Steger
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