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Executive summary 

The objective of this thesis is to assess the influence of the European Peo-

ple’s Party (EPP) on the transformation of political parties in Ukraine, Mol-

dova and Georgia and determine the variables for successful norm promo-

tion.  

The thesis demonstrates at the example of the EPP and its partner parties 

in these three countries that transnational parties are under certain condi-

tions able to successfully influence political party transformation in coun-

tries of the Eastern European Neighborhood which (for the time being) do 

not have an EU membership perspective. In order to cover the highest pos-

sible variety of interactions between the EPP and its partner parties, this 

thesis has examined different mechanisms of norm promotion: conditional-

ity, persuasion and social influence.  

The EPP (and its member parties) have attempted to influence its partner 

parties both on internal as well as external aspects of party development: It 

has - mostly to a limited extent - influenced the programmatic debate and 

the structure of its partner parties and empowered their youth and women 

organizations. The EPP has at times played a decisive role as a mediator 

between its partner parties. In one case it has influenced the behavior of its 

partner party during the electoral process. Certain features of its partner par-

ties have however limited influence and its partner parties were often resil-

ient against change. Equally, compliance by its partner parties has fre-

quently been rhetorical or formal and has not lead to sustainable norm trans-

fer or internalization.  

The obstacles for successful and sustainable influence of party develop-

ment have proven to be high: In order to exert influence on its partner par-

ties, certain variables for the norm promoter (the EPP) as well as the norm 

recipients (the partner parties) needed to be fulfilled. 

Persuasion led more often to successful norm promotion than condition-

ality or social influence. The results suggest that the chances for successful 

norm promotion however increased when the EPP combined several mech-

anisms of norm promotion simultaneously. The thesis also establishes 

which type of partner parties were more likely to demonstrate compliance 

than others. 
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