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Abstract

In many post-conflict countries around the globe, former rebel groups par-
ticipate in elections as newly formed political parties (‘rebel parties’). This
thesis deals with rebel party development in Sub-Saharan Africa and asks
precisely if institutional context factors shape paths towards rebel party
participation and success in post-conflict elections in this region. Motivat-
ed by serious gaps in literature, the thesis develops a new research frame-
work for the comparative analysis of rebel party formation and success by
bringing together conflict-oriented research addressing ‘rebel-to-party
transformation’ and general political party literature with a focus on insti-
tutionalist perspectives. An original approach is presented that integrates
theoretical arguments from various sources to provide a solid basis for a
more systematic data collection that covers all African cases of actual elec-
toral participation, and to deduce variables that are suspect of structuring
certain opportunities for rebel party development. New theoretical argu-
ments are then empirically tested with several configurational analyses by
using fsQCA. The results prove that inter alia the institutionalization of
power after military victory is a main explanation for rebel party success,
while weaker groups benefit from inclusionary peace agreements that stim-
ulate party formation. A second contribution is the confirmation of serious
path dependencies that unfold with the consolidation of rebel party domi-
nance after first elections, so that second elections are won as well. For dis-
armament provisions and formation costs, the analysis however suggests
counter-intuitive effects. In the end, the volume proves that the processes
of rebel party formation and success in Africa follow certain patterns and
respond to institutional structures, and that they also tend to reproduce
typical patterns of African party competition in general.
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