
Politik 201

Victor-David Cruz-Aceves 

NomosU
ni

ve
rs

it
ät

sS
ch

ri
ft

en

The Diffusion of  
Morality Policies
State-Level Comparative Analyses  
in the United States of America



Nomos Universitätsschriften

Politik

Volume 201

https://www.nomos-shop.de/isbn/978-3-8487-8420-2

© NOMOS Verlagsgesellschaft. Alle Rechte vorbehalten.



Victor-David Cruz-Aceves

The Diffusion of  
Morality Policies

Nomos

State-Level Comparative Analyses  
in the United States of America

https://www.nomos-shop.de/isbn/978-3-8487-8420-2

© NOMOS Verlagsgesellschaft. Alle Rechte vorbehalten.



The Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the 
Deutsche Nationalbibliografie; detailed bibliographic data 
are available on the Internet at http://dnb.d-nb.de

a.t.: Kiel, Univ., Diss., 2018

ISBN 978-3-8487-8420-2 (Print)
 978-3-7489-2796-9 (ePDF)

British Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-3-8487-8420-2 (Print)
 978-3-7489-2796-9 (ePDF)

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Cruz-Aceves, Victor-David 
The Diffusion of Morality Policies
State-Level Comparative Analyses in the United States of America
Victor-David Cruz-Aceves
206 pp.
Includes bibliographic references.

ISBN 978-3-8487-8420-2 (Print)
 978-3-7489-2796-9 (ePDF)

1st Edition 2021 
© Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft, Baden-Baden, Germany 2021. Overall responsibility  
for manufacturing (printing and production) lies with Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft mbH  
& Co. KG. 

This work is subject to copyright. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may 
be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, 
including photocopying, recording, or any information storage or retrieval system, 
without prior permission in writing from the publishers. Under § 54 of the German 
Copyright Law where copies are made for other than private use a fee is payable to 
“Verwertungs gesellschaft Wort”, Munich. 

No responsibility for loss caused to any individual or organization acting on or  
refraining from action as a result of the material in this publication can be accepted 
by Nomos or the author.

Onlineversion
Nomos eLibrary

https://www.nomos-shop.de/isbn/978-3-8487-8420-2

© NOMOS Verlagsgesellschaft. Alle Rechte vorbehalten.



Mamá, Papá, Abuelitos, Hermanos y Tíos,
 

eterna y profundamentemente
agradecido, endeudado con

y orgulloso de Uds.

https://www.nomos-shop.de/isbn/978-3-8487-8420-2

© NOMOS Verlagsgesellschaft. Alle Rechte vorbehalten.



https://www.nomos-shop.de/isbn/978-3-8487-8420-2

© NOMOS Verlagsgesellschaft. Alle Rechte vorbehalten.



Acknowledgements

This book would not have been possible without the time and support
from the following people.

I highly appreciate the kind and generous support from the Institut für
Sicherheitspolitik (ISPK)—especially from Prof. Dr. Joachim Krause and
Dr. Stefan Hansen—for the publication of this manuscript.

I owe a huge debt to Prof. Dr. Christian Martin, who not only guid-
ed me through this phase—in person, by phone, video chat, you name
it—and always showed openness, care and enormous patience, but also
listened to and supported all my projects. I thank Prof. Dr. Wilhelm
Knelangen and colleagues of the CPIG research group at the CAU for their
helpful comments.

I also thank Dr. Marcel Dirsus, Dr. Sebastian Bruns and Victor Luna for
their support, but most important, for their friendship. A special thanks
is awed to Claudia Härterich, who provided endless motivation, unlimited
patience, and never hesitated neither to comment nor to discuss my drafts.

7

https://www.nomos-shop.de/isbn/978-3-8487-8420-2

© NOMOS Verlagsgesellschaft. Alle Rechte vorbehalten.



https://www.nomos-shop.de/isbn/978-3-8487-8420-2

© NOMOS Verlagsgesellschaft. Alle Rechte vorbehalten.



Table of Contents

List of Figures 13

List of Tables 15

Abstract 19

Introduction1. 21
Contribution and Research Questions1.1. 24
Structure of the Dissertation1.2. 24
Findings1.3. 25

Literature Review2. 27
Morality Policy Characteristics2.1 27
Morality Policy Enactment2.2 31

Political Representation2.2.1 32
Morality Policy2.2.2 33
Morality Policy Types2.2.3 35

Policy Diffusion2.3 36
Policy Diffusion Mechanisms2.3.1 37
Subnational Policy Diffusion in the USA2.3.2 38
Morality Policy Diffusion2.3.3 40

Policy Attributes2.4 43

Theory3 46
Constituting Elements of the Argument3.1 46

Morality Policy Learning3.1.1 48
Morality-Policy Uncertainty3.1.2 49

Morality Policy Diffusion Theory and Hypotheses3.2 50
Comparative Morality Diffusion Theory and Expectations3.3 51
Domestic Factors3.4 53

9

https://www.nomos-shop.de/isbn/978-3-8487-8420-2

© NOMOS Verlagsgesellschaft. Alle Rechte vorbehalten.



Research Design4 57
Case Selection4.1 58

Morality Continuum4.1.1 59
Same-Sex Marriage (SSM) Bans4.1.2 62
Medical Marijuana Laws (MML)4.1.3 62
Anti-Obesity (AO) Laws4.1.4 63

Variable Operationalization4.2 64
General Diffusion4.2.1 65
Specific Diffusion4.2.2 68
Domestic Factors4.2.3 69

Event History Analysis (EHA)4.3 73
Cross-Case comparison4.4 75
Model Building4.5 76

Multicollinearity4.5.1 76
Duration Dependency/Time Specification in EHA
Models

4.5.2
77

Model Selection4.5.3 78

Analysis5. 79
Same Sex Marriage Bans5.1 79

Dependent Variable5.1.1 79
Descriptive Statistics5.1.2 80
Model Selection5.1.3 84
Results5.1.4 87

Reduced Models5.1.4.1 88
Final Model5.1.4.2 89

Discussion5.1.5 91
Medical Marijuana Laws5.2 94

Dependent Variable5.2.1 94
Descriptive Statistics5.2.2 96
Model Selection5.2.3 99
Results5.2.4 102

Reduced Models5.2.4.1 103
Final Model5.2.4.2 104

Discussion5.2.5 106

Table of Contents

10

https://www.nomos-shop.de/isbn/978-3-8487-8420-2

© NOMOS Verlagsgesellschaft. Alle Rechte vorbehalten.



Anti-Obesity Legislation5.3 110
Dependent Variable5.3.1 110
Descriptive Statistics5.3.2 119
Model Selection5.3.3 124
Results5.3.4 126

Reduced Models by Component5.3.4.1 131
Reduced Pooled Models5.3.4.2 132
Final Models by Component5.3.4.3 134
Final Pooled Models5.3.4.4 135

Discussion5.3.5 137
Cross-Policy Comparison5.4 139

Internal Determinants Results5.4.1 141
Diffusion Results5.4.2 143
Discussion5.4.3 145

Internal Determinants5.4.3.1 145
Diffusion5.4.3.2 147

Conclusions6. 152
Limitations and Avenues for further Research6.1 153
Generalizability6.2 155

Appendix 157

References 195

Table of Contents

11

https://www.nomos-shop.de/isbn/978-3-8487-8420-2

© NOMOS Verlagsgesellschaft. Alle Rechte vorbehalten.



https://www.nomos-shop.de/isbn/978-3-8487-8420-2

© NOMOS Verlagsgesellschaft. Alle Rechte vorbehalten.



List of Figures

Figure 1. Theoretical Argument 53

Figure 2. Extended Unified Model of Government Innovation 54

Figure 3. Morality Policy Continuum 60

Figure 4. Independent Variables, according to the “Unified
Model”. 73

Figure 5. Year of Enactment of SSM ban 80

Figure 6. Government Ideology by (Non- & Adopter) State 82

Figure 7. Government Ideology by (Adopter) State 83

Figure 8. Maps of Diffusion of Same-Sex Marriage Bans in years
1998 & 2005 84

Figure 9. Coefficient Plot of Diffusion Variables, Controlling for
Domestic Factors 90

Figure 10. Year of Enactment of MML 95

Figure 11. Government Ideology by (Non- & Adopter) State 97

Figure 12. Government Ideology by (Adopter) State 98

Figure 13. Maps of Diffusion of Medical Marijuana Policy in years
2005 & 2010 99

Figure 14. Coefficient Plot of Diffusion Variables, Controlling for
Domestic Factors 105

Figure 15. Total AO Legislation by State & Component by 2010 117

13

https://www.nomos-shop.de/isbn/978-3-8487-8420-2

© NOMOS Verlagsgesellschaft. Alle Rechte vorbehalten.



Figure 16. Histograms of the Percentage of All AO Legislation
amongst Adopter States 118

Figure 17. Cumulative Adoptions of Anti-Obesity Policies, by
Component 118

Figure 18. Government Ideology by (Non- & Adopter of all AO
laws) State 121

Figure 19. Government Ideology by Adopter State of All AO laws 122

Figure 20. Maps of Diffusion of Community Anti-Obesity
Legislation in years 2005 & 2010. 123

Figure 21. Maps of Diffusion of Taskforce Anti-Obesity Legislation
in years 2005 & 2010. 123

Figure 22. Maps of Diffusion of Healthcare Anti-Obesity
Legislation in years 2005 & 2010. 124

Figure 23. Maps of Diffusion of School Anti-Obesity Legislation in
years 2005 & 2010. 124

Figure 24. Coefficient Plot of Diffusion Variables of Taskforce-AO,
Controlling for Domestic Factors 135

Figure 25. Coefficient Plot of Diffusion Variables of All AO Laws,
Controlling for Domestic Factors 136

Figure 26. Coefficient plots of Selected Domestic Factors of MML
and SSM 142

Figure 27. Coefficient Plot of Diffusion Variables. 144

A-Figure 1.Method of Adoption of MML During the Analysis
Period 157

List of Figures

14

https://www.nomos-shop.de/isbn/978-3-8487-8420-2

© NOMOS Verlagsgesellschaft. Alle Rechte vorbehalten.



List of Tables

Table 1. Descriptive Statistics Same-Sex Marriage Bans 80

Table 2. Same-Sex-Marriage Bans Diffusion Models 86

Table 3. Reduced and Final Models of Same-Sex Marriage
Bans 87

Table 4. Descriptive Statistics Medical Marijuana Laws 96

Table 5. Medical Marijuana Laws Diffusion Models 101

Table 6. Reduced and Full Models of Medical Marijuana
Policy 102

Table 7. Enacted State Obesity Legislation by Component,
1998–2010 112

Table 8. Adoption of Anti-Obesity Legislation Components
by Year 116

Table 9. States that Enacted more than one Component and
Number thereof by 2010 119

Table 10. Descriptive Statistics Anti-Obesity Legislation 120

Table 11. Reduced Models of School Anti-Obesity Policies 127

Table 12. Reduced Models of Healthcare Anti-Obesity Policies 129

Table 13. Reduced Models of Taskforce Anti-Obesity Policies 130

Table 14. Reduced Models of All Anti-Obesity Policies 132

Table 15. Full AO, MML, & SSM Models 140

15

https://www.nomos-shop.de/isbn/978-3-8487-8420-2

© NOMOS Verlagsgesellschaft. Alle Rechte vorbehalten.



Table 16. P-values from Wald chi2 Tests of (Selected)
Coefficients' Equality Across Equations 141

A-Table 1: Variables Description 158

A-Table 2. Correlation Coefficients for SSM 160

A-Table 3. Correlation Coefficients for MML 161

A-Table 4. Correlation Coefficients for AO 162

A-Table 5. Diffusion Models of SSM bans (Hazard Ratios) 164

A-Table 6. Diffusion Models of MML (Hazard Ratios) 165

A-Table 7. Wald Tests of Duration Dependence for PEHA &
AO-component models 167

A-Table 8. Wald Tests of Duration Dependence for MML &
SSM Models 168

A-Table 9. Enacted State Obesity Legislation by Component,
1998–2001 169

A-Table 10. States with Multiple Events in Same Year, by
Component 170

A-Table 11. Enacted State Obesity Legislation by Component,
1998–2001 170

A-Table 12. Reduced Models of School Component of Anti-
Obesity Policy (1st Event) 172

A-Table 13. Reduced Models of Healthcare Component of Anti-
Obesity Policy (1st Event) 173

A-Table 14. Reduced Models of Taskforce Component of Anti-
Obesity Policy (1st Event) 174

A-Table 15. PEHA Models not- and Controlling for Past
Adoptions of Community Component of AO 175

List of Tables

16

https://www.nomos-shop.de/isbn/978-3-8487-8420-2

© NOMOS Verlagsgesellschaft. Alle Rechte vorbehalten.



A-Table 16. Reduced Models of All Anti-Obesity Policies
(1st Event) 176

A-Table 17. PEHA Diffusion Models Plus Time & Lagged
Enactments of Other Components 177

A-Table 18. MML Diffusion Models 179

A-Table 19. SSM Diffusion Models plus Time Controls 181

A-Table 20. Full Models with Policy-Specific Variables
(Hazard Ratios) 182

A-Table 21. Akaike-, Bayes Statistics, Sign & p-values of Spatial
Variables for All Selected Models 184

A-Table 22. Akaike-, Bayes Statistics, Sign & p-values of Diffusion
Variables for AO policy components 185

A-Table 23. Diffusion Models of Healthcare Component of AO
Legislation 186

A-Table 24. Diffusion Models of School Component of AO
Legislation 187

A-Table 25. Diffusion Models of Community Component of AO
Legislation 188

A-Table 26. Diffusion Models of Taskforce Component of AO
Legislation 190

A-Table 27. Diffusion Models of All AO Laws 191

A-Table 28. EHAs of SSM, MML, (Repeated-Events) AO
Components & (Pooled) EHA of AO 193

A-Table 29. EHAs of SSM, MML, (Repeated-Events) AO
Components & (Pooled) EHA of AO 194

List of Tables

17

https://www.nomos-shop.de/isbn/978-3-8487-8420-2

© NOMOS Verlagsgesellschaft. Alle Rechte vorbehalten.



https://www.nomos-shop.de/isbn/978-3-8487-8420-2

© NOMOS Verlagsgesellschaft. Alle Rechte vorbehalten.


