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Source: Petrarch, Remède de l’un et l’autre fortune prospère et negative (Paris,
1524); Courtesy Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris.

Fortuna, the Roman goddess of destiny (left), and the goddess of science
Sapientia (right) are depicted in the above image in their traditional oppo-
sition. Fortuna’s wheel lets human fate rise and fall seemingly by chance,
while science promises certainty. The investigation of the ‘taming of chan-
ce’ and thus the specifically modern unification of the arch-rivals Fortuna
and Scientia through algorithmic predictions forms the core of this book.1

1 Illustration from Gigerenzer 1997, xiii, xviii, Gigerenzer 2015, 44 et seq. (‘By ‘ta-
ming chance in Ian Hacking’s evocative phrase, probability and statistics had
reconciled Scientia to her arch-rival Fortuna.’)
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