Entwicklungstheorie und Entwicklungspolitik

WHI‘ } » |
Globalisation and Solidarity

Transformations in the
Everyday Economy of Uganda

{} Nomos



The Section Development Theory and Development Policy of the
German Political Science Association is an association of political
scientists in Germany working in this subject area. It organises re-
gular section meetings and promotes exchange on research and
teaching in development theory and policy.

The series
“Entwicklungstheorie und Entwicklungspolitik”

is edited by

Arnold-Bergstraesser-Institut (ABI), Freiburg

German Development Institute / Deutsches Institut fuir
Entwicklungspolitik (DIE)

The Section Development Theory and Development Policy
of the German Political Science Association (GPSA)

GIGA German Institute of Global and Area Studies, Hamburg
Institute for Development and Peace (INEF), Duisburg

Center for Development Research (ZEF), Bonn

Volume 22



Esther Kronsbein

Globalisation and Solidarity

Transformations in the
Everyday Economy of Uganda

{} Nomos



This publication was supported by the graduate funding of the University of Kassel.

The Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the
Deutsche Nationalbibliografie; detailed bibliographic data
are available on the Internet at http://dnb.d-nb.de

a.t.: Dissertation an der Universitat Kassel,
Fachbereich 05 Gesellschaftswissenschaften,
verfasst von Esther Kronsbein, Datum der Disputation: 24.03.2021

original title: ,Globalisation and Solidarity:
Transformations in the everyday economy of Busoga/Uganda“

ISBN 978-3-8487-8651-0 (Print)
978-3-7489-3022-8 (ePDF)

British Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-3-8487-8651-0 (Print)
978-3-7489-3022-8 (ePDF)

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Kronsbein, Esther

Globalisation and Solidarity

Transformations in the Everyday Economy of Uganda
Esther Kronsbein

521 pp.
Includes bibliographic references.
ISBN 978-3-8487-8651-0 (Print) Onlineversion

978-3-7489-3022-8 (ePDF) Nomos elibrary

1st Edition 2022

© Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft, Baden-Baden, Germany 2022. Overall responsibility
for manufacturing (printing and production) lies with Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft mbH
& Co.KG.

This work is subject to copyright. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical,
including photocopying, recording, or any information storage or retrieval system,
without prior permission in writing from the publishers. Under § 54 of the German
Copyright Law where copies are made for other than private use a fee is payable to
“Verwertungsgesellschaft Wort”, Munich.

No responsibility for loss caused to any individual or organization acting on or refraining
from action as a result of the material in this publication can be accepted by Nomos
or the author.



Acknowledgements

I would like to express my sincere thanks to all the people and institutions
that have enabled me to conduct this research and write this work. It was
only possible thanks to their support.

First of all, I would like in particular to thank Prof. Dr. Aram Ziai for
his guidance and supervision. I also thank Prof. Dr. Julius Kiiza for his
advice.

I am grateful to the University of Kassel for supporting my dissertation
with a scholarship and to Makerere University for the affiliation.

I thank the following institutions in Uganda for their support: the De-
partment of Political Science and Public Administration of Makerere University;
Makerere University Library; the Research Ethics Committee at the School of
Soctal Sciences of Makerere University (MAKSSREC); the Uganda National
Council of Science and Technology (UNCST); the Office of the Prime Minister;
the library of the Parliament of Uganda; the Uganda Bureau of Statistics;
the National Records Centre and Archives; Jinja District Archives; Jinja Munici-
pality; Jinja District Administration; Kamuli District Administration; Buyende
District Administration; the Obwa Kyabazinga Bwa Busoga; the team of Prime
Solutions Ltd. (Kampala).

I am particularly indebted to all my study respondents for sacrificing
their time and sharing their knowledge, ideas, and experiences with me. I
am also very grateful to the numerous gatekeepers who put us in touch.

The people I owe thanks to in Uganda are too numerous to name all
of them. I would like to express my sincere thanks to everybody who
supported me during my stay in Uganda. Nevertheless, there are some who
have to be highlighted:

Many thanks to Nkonoka Hellen for accompanying me through the
largest part of the research process and to Kaiso Moses for supporting us.
Thank you to Nkonoka Victoria for teaching me Lusoga.

Very special thanks go to Waiswa David.

Many thanks to Mitchell J. Lincoln, Christopher Joseph, and Franziska
Satzinger for sharing the workload of proofreading. Thanks Ewald Diet-
rich for your constant support.

I am particularly indebted to my family for their limitless support,
encouragement, and understanding. I would like to say a special thank you
to my mother.



Acknowledgements

Finally, many, many thanks to my husband Dominique for going
through this demanding process with me, enduring all difficulties and
providing encouragement at all times.



Contents

List of charts

List of acronyms

1. Introduction

1.1
1.2
1.3
1.4
1.5

Problem statement and relevance
Research questions

Methodology and methods

The setting

Structure of the thesis

2. Theoretical background of the study

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

Postcolonial theory

2.1.1 What is postcolonial theory?

2.1.2 The classics of postcolonial theory

2.1.3 Decolonising Eurocentric epistemologies

(Post-)Development theory

2.2.1 The concept of development and some points of criticism
2.2.2 Reformist approaches to development

2.2.3 The Post-Development approach

2.2.4 Approach to development in this study

World-systems analysis

2.3.1 The history of world-systems analysis

2.3.2 Characteristics of a world-system

2.3.3 The end of the capitalist world-system and the
conceptualisation of its successor system(s)

2.3.4 Criticism of world-systems analysis

Central terms and concepts

Africa
Discourse
Global North and global South/ First and Third World

13

15

17

17
19
19
21
22

25

26
26
35
45
S1
S1
66
73
89
93

94
96

104
106

111

112
116
117



Contents

Hegemony/ hegemonic 118
The subaltern 121
“The West” 122
Traditional 122
2.5 Conclusion 125
3. Globalisation 129
3.1 General introduction to globalisation 129
3.2 Globalisation and postcolonial theory 135
3.3 Globalisation and development 141
3.4 Globalisation from the world-systems perspective 153
3.5 Resistance to globalisation in the global South and in the global
North 159
3.6 Conclusion 162

4. Searching for alternatives: The Social and Solidarity Economy

(SSE) 165
4.1 Africa as a location of alternative economic practices 166
4.2 The Social and Solidarity Economy (SSE) 168

4.2.1 Introduction to the Social and Solidarity Economy (SSE) 169
4.2.2 Cooperatives: an example of SSE in practice 175
4.2.3 SSE: Capitalism’s repair workshop? 181
4.3 Why SSE and not another alternative concept? 183
4.3.1 De-growth 183
4.3.2 Fair Trade 188
4.3.3 SSE in relation to de-growth and Fair Trade 193
4.4 Conclusion 195
5. Research design 200
5.1 Postcolonial research methodology 202
5.1.1 Positionality and self-reflexivity 203
5.1.2 Speaking for others? 206
5.1.3 Power constellations in qualitative research 209
5.1.4 Language and translation 213
5.1.5 Reciprocity 214



5.2

5.3
54

Qualitative interviews

5.2.1 Main interviews

5.2.2 Expert interviews

5.2.3 Transcription and translation of transcripts
5.2.4 Interview analysis

Document analysis

Conclusion

6. The setting: Uganda and the Busoga region

6.1
6.2

6.3

Uganda

Busoga

6.2.1 Administrative and cultural setting

6.2.2 A short economic history of Busoga

6.2.3 Cooperative societies in Busoga

6.2.4 The rise of a new food and cash crop in Busoga: maize

Conclusion

7. Method and results of document analysis

7.1
7.2
7.3
7.4
7.5
7.6

Method

Socio-economic situation of Busoga (current)

Historical roots of the socio-economic situation of Busoga
General information about Busoga

Cooperatives in Uganda, especially Busoga

Conclusion

8. Method and results of interview analysis

8.1
8.2

Method: the themes

Busoga’s economy under globalisation

8.2.1 Trade in food crops and animal products is the new
mainstay of Busoga’s economy

8.2.2 New challenges in farming

8.2.3 Business enterprises in Busoga

8.2.4 Access to consumer goods

8.2.5 Cost of living

8.2.6 Obstacles to benefitting from the market economy

Contents

217

218
231
232
234

242
248

251
251

257

258
262
273
274

278

280

280
286
292
295
297
306

309

309
311

313
324
329
337
344
348



Contents

8.2.7 Other effects of globalisation on life in Busoga
8.2.8 Key findings of the main theme “Busoga’s economy under
globalisation”

8.3 SSE - Social and Solidarity Economy

8.3.1 Autochthonous solidarity structures survive partly
Sharing and giving
Clan support
Burial support
Other collective activities (rotating farming support,
‘Christmas groups’)

8.3.2 Cooperatives
Cooperative societies of the past
Cooperatives of the present

8.3.3 Savings and credit groups (S&C)
ROSCAs — Rotating Savings and Credit Associations
VSLAs — Village Savings and Loan Associations
SACCOs - Savings and Credit Cooperatives
Summary on savings and credit groups (S&C)

8.3.4 Mukenkede/ Gema Kumwino groups

8.3.5 Muno Mukabi groups

8.3.6 Respondents’ experience with SSE groups

8.3.7 Key findings of the main theme “SSE”

8.4 General theoretical implications of research results and

conclusion

8.4.1 General theoretical implications of research results

8.4.2 Conclusion on globalisation in Busoga’s everyday
economy

8.4.3 Conclusion on the Social and Solidarity Economy in
Busoga

8.4.4 Implications for the situation of women and girls in
Busoga

9. Conclusion

9.1 On empirical findings about globalisation and solidarity in
Busoga

9.2 On radical and feasible alternatives

9.3 On methodology, methods, limitations, and recommendations
for future research

10

352

361

368
369
371
377
379

384
387
389
394
407
415
418
425
430
433
438
443
455

462
462

467

469

473

477

477
480

483



Contents

List of References

Appendices

Appendix 1: Transcription rules

Appendix 2: Interview Guideline (Main Interviews)

Appendix 3: Interview Guideline (Expert Interviews)

Appendix 4: Questionnaire (Personal Information, Main Interviews)

Appendix 5: Questionnaire (Personal Information, Expert
Interviews)

Appendix 6: Informed Consent Form (Main Interviews)

Appendix 7: Informed Consent Form (Expert Interviews)

489

507

507
508
511
514

515
516
519

11



https://www.nomos-shop.de/isbn/978-3-8487-8651-0

© NOMOS Verlagsgesellschaft. Alle Rechte vorbehalten.



List of charts

Chart 1:

Chart 2:

Chart 3:

Chart 4:

Chart 5:

Chart 6:

Chart 7:

Chart 8:

Chart 9:

Chart 10:

Chart 11:

Chart 12:

Documents used in the analysis
Categories of document analysis
Final list of themes

Final thematic map

Comparison of membership criteria for different
kinds of burial support in Busoga

Comparison of contemporary cooperatives and
cooperative societies of the past with regard to the

7 Cooperative Principles (ICA)

Criteria for SSE groups: Cooperatives (as currently
existing in Busoga)

Criteria for SSE groups: ROSCAs
Criteria for SSE groups: VSLAs
Criteria for SSE groups: SACCOs

Criteria for SSE groups: Mukenkede/ Gema
Kumwino groups

Criteria for SSE groups: Muno Mukabi groups

281

285

310

311

383

402

405

416

422

428

435

441

13



https://www.nomos-shop.de/isbn/978-3-8487-8651-0

© NOMOS Verlagsgesellschaft. Alle Rechte vorbehalten.



List of acronyms

ACE

ASF
BG
CAIIP
CEPAL

EAC
FAO
FLO

GATT

GDP

GNP
IBEACo

ICA

IFPRI

ILO
INMECAFE
IMF

MAKSS REC

NAADS
NAEP
NATO
NCP
NGO
NIC
NRA
NRM
OBB

owC
PCI
PMB
PRGF
PRSP
QCA
ROSCA

Area Cooperative Enterprise (regional umbrella for coopera-
tives)

African Social Forum

Busoga Growers Co-operative Union

Community Agriculture Infrastructure Improvement Program
Comisién Econdmica para América Latina y el Caribe (Econo-
mic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean)

East African Community

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Fairtrade International (formerly: Fairtrade Labelling Organiza-
tions International)

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade

Gross Domestic Product

Gross National Product

Imperial British East African Company

International Co-operative Alliance

International Food Policy Research Institute

International Labour Organization

Instituto Mexicano del Café (Mexican Coffee Institute)
International Monetary Fund

Research Ethics Committee at the School of Social Sciences of
Makerere University

National Agricultural Advisory Services

National Agricultural Extension Policy

North Atlantic Treaty Organisation

National Co-operative Policy

Non-Governmental Organisation

Newly developing country

National Resistance Army

National Resistance Movement

Obwa Kyabazinga Bwa Busoga (administration of the Kingdom
of Busoga)

Operation Wealth Creation

Problem-Centred Interview

Produce Marketing Board

Poverty Reduction and Growth Facility

Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper

Qualitative Content Analysis

Rotating Savings and Credit Association

15



List of acronyms

S&C
SACCO
SAP
SSE

TV
UCA
UIA
UN
UNCST
UNDP
UNLF
UupC
UPE
USE
VSLA
WSEF
WTO

16

Savings and Credit Group

Savings and Credit Cooperative

Structural Adjustment Programme

Social and Solidarity Economy

Television

Uganda Co-operative Alliance

Uganda Investment Authority

United Nations

Uganda National Council of Science and Technology
United Nations Development Program
Uganda National Liberation Front

Uganda People’s Congress

Universal Primary Education Programme
Universal Secondary Education Programme
Village Savings and Loan Association
World Social Forum

World Trade Organisation



