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Preface

Reiner Schulze turned 70 on 6 October 2018. Through his experience and
knowledge, he has played a unique role in shaping European Private Law
in recent years.

What was so unique was not only the many very important works that
he wrote in his quiet little room, but also the vast numbers of personal ties
he made with colleagues from all over the world. Hardly a day passed
without him setting out to exchange views with colleagues, usually on the
other side of Germany’s borders, or having foreign colleagues with him at
Münster, very often at his home at Hiltrup. These personal encounters
were always devoted to hard work, usually resulting in one or more of the
numerous influential joint publications that Reiner Schulze inspired with
his sparkling energy and enthusiasm for his research.

It would be a fruitless undertaking to even address all of Reiner
Schulze’s fields of activity in this preface. But one thing has to be empha-
sised: for him there are no mere activities, but always only vocations, to
which he devotes himself with concentrated energy in the work, and
rhetorical charm in the form. None other than Salvatore Patti has hon-
oured his many contributions and merits in an in-depth and touching lau-
dation that opens this volume.

On the occasion of his birthday, the many friends and companions to
which Reiner Schulze travelled, or who came to him, gathered together at
in the castle of Osnabrück to deliver a special feast that focused on the top-
ic of European Private Law from different, but always personal perspec-
tives. The contributions formed a broad and complex panorama of the
state and perspectives of research in European Private Law, and beyond.
They often also added their personal reasons and ambitions for working in
that field.

During this gathering, a desire was expressed to capture something of
the special spirit of working with Reiner Schulze, and to make it accessible
to a broader public. We are extremely grateful to the authors for their great
readiness to contribute their thoughts.

We are especially grateful to the publisher, Nomos, who gave its careful
and generous editorial care to this work. In particular, we would like to
thank Mr. Alfred Hoffmann for having accompanied the creation of the
work from the beginning, with great kindness and compassion. We also

5

https://www.nomos-shop.de/41138



give thanks to Carina Lübberding and Dennis Grevinga for their careful
co-ordination of the contributions.

We, the editors of this volume, offer very special thanks to our academic
teacher, Reiner Schulze, for all the encouragement and inspiration that we
have had the privilege to experience for so many years. Ad multos annos!

Nijmegen and Osnabrück, October 2019
André Janssen and Hans Schulte-Nölke
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