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Preface 

This thesis was accepted as a dissertation at the University of Münster in 
the summer semester of 2019. It is particularly dedicated to the analysis of 
decentralized and intelligently networked energy sectors. 

Countries around the world are undergoing a paradigm shift in energy 
supply – from centralized, fossil-fueled supply systems to a decentralized, 
intelligently networked and climate-friendly structure. Some countries in 
the global south play a key role in this development. Using Mozambique 
as an example, this study shows how a digitally networked energy supply 
system can grow "from below". On this basis, strategies are developed that 
can contribute to achieving some of the United Nations' Sustainable De-
velopment Goals - especially in the areas of energy, climate, health, econ-
omy and poverty reduction. 

My special thanks go to my two supervisors Prof. Dr. Norbert Kersting 
and Prof. em. Dr. Paul Kevenhörster, for their scientific and moral support 
throughout the research process.  

I am also very grateful to Prof. Dr. Boaventura Chongo Cuamba from 
Eduardo Mondlane University of Maputo for his support, expertise and 
networks. Our scientific cooperation led into a partnership project between 
Mozambican and German institutions, funded by the German Ministry of 
Economic Cooperation and Development. This project addresses the needs 
of the renewable energy sector in Mozambique and is a great opportunity 
to use the scienfic insights of this thesis in practice. 

This work could not have been done without intensive investigations 
and expert discussions on site in Mozambique. I would, therefore, like to 
thank all respondents and express my gratitude to the Heinrich Böll Foun-
dation and the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) for funding 
part of my field research in Mozambique and South Africa. 

I was priviledged to develop my thesis together with an international 
group of PhD students with a strong expertise in development politics, 
digitalization and with much experience from East-African countries. I am 
especially grateful to my colleagues Phillip Hocks M.A., Dr. Andrew 
Matsiko and Lia Polotzek M.A. for reviewing the manuscript and for very 
helpful comments and discussions. 

 
Münster, January 2020    Jan-Niclas Gesenhues
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