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3rd Elisabeth Käsemann Symposium, Buenos Aires 2019
Past andFuture
New Ways of Dealing with Conflicts and Autocracies Versus
Traditional Criminal Prosecution

From 30 September until 2 October 2019, federal judges, lawyers and aca-
demics from Argentina, Germany and Columbia met at the University of
Buenos Aires to discuss ways of dealing with past autocracies and violent
conflicts. The conference focused on the opportunities and limits of tradi-
tional legal instruments and concepts of transitional justice. Based on spe-
cific national approaches, which are closely linked to the respective na-
tion’s administration of justice, the articles in this conference transcript of-
fer not only insights into the respective legal systems but also important
findings on the social context of the different ways of coming to terms
with an adversarial and authoritarian past.

The three-day conference, held by the Elisabeth Käsemann Foundation
in cooperation with the Criminal Law and Criminology Department of
the Law Faculty of the University of Buenos Aires and its director Mario
Villar, and the Chair of the German and European Criminal Law and
Criminal Procedural Law, Commercial Criminal Law and Cyber Law at
the Eberhard Karls University of Tübingen under Jörg Eisele, made a rele-
vant contribution to the intercontinental transfer of knowledge on dealing
with crimes against humanity, and deepened personal relations between
the German and Latin American participants.

We would like to thank all the contributors for sharing their outstand-
ing expertise at the symposium, and for providing their articles for this
publication.

Especially, I would like to thank Mario Villar for the generous hospitali-
ty, Jörg Eisele for the expert conference concept, and Daniel Rafecas for his
willingness to support the idea for this symposium and its realisation.

We are deeply grateful to Silvina Alonso for her professional arrange-
ment of the conference at the Universidad Buenos Aires, and to Ramiro
Vera-Fluixa for discreetly looking after the logistics during the conference.
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A great many thanks go to Scott Stelle for the English edit, and to Kristine
Böhm for her meticulous final edit.

Dorothee Weitbrecht, managing director of the Elisabeth Käsemann Foun-
dation
Stuttgart, August 2020

3rd Elisabeth Käsemann Symposium, Buenos Aires 2019
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