
The Challenges of  
Democratization and Reconciliation  
in the Post-Yugoslav Space

Eltion Meka | Stefano Bianchini [eds.]

Southeast European Integration Perspectives� | 13



Southeast European Integration Perspectives 

Edited by

Wolfgang Petritsch,  
former High Representative for Bosnia and Herzegovina  
and Special Envoy of the EU for Kosovo 

Christophe Solioz,  
Secretary-General of the Multiplex Approach (MAP)  
Nomad Think Thank

https://www.nomos-shop.de/isbn/978-3-8487-6904-9



Eltion Meka | Stefano Bianchini (eds.)

The Challenges of  
Democratization and Reconciliation 
in the Post-Yugoslav Space

Nomos

https://www.nomos-shop.de/isbn/978-3-8487-6904-9



Acknowledgment:
This book is part of a deliverable from a Jean Monnet Networks project (found under 
Reference #: 587516-EPP-1-2017-1-AL-EPPJMO-NETWORK). The project was funded and 
made possible with the support of the Erasmus+ Programme of the European Union. 
Moreover, we would like to thank our respective institutions for the implementation  
of this project: the University of New York Tirana (as project leader), the European  
Movement in Serbia, the Institute of East-Central Europe in Forlì, the University of  
Dubrovnik, and Sarajevo School of Science and Technology.

 
The Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the 
Deutsche Nationalbibliografie; detailed bibliographic data 
are available on the Internet at http://dnb.d-nb.de

ISBN	 978-3-8487-6904-9 (Print)
	 978-3-7489-2151-6 (ePDF)

British Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

ISBN	 978-3-8487-6904-9 (Print)
	 978-3-7489-2151-6 (ePDF)

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Meka, Eltion / Bianchini, Stefano
The Challenges of Democratization and Reconciliation in the Post-Yugoslav Space
Eltion Meka / Stefano Bianchini (eds.)
295 pp.
Includes bibliographic references and index.

ISBN	 978-3-8487-6904-9 (Print)
	 978-3-7489-2151-6 (ePDF)

1st Edition 2020 
© Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft, Baden-Baden, Germany 2020. Overall responsibility  
for manufacturing (printing and production) lies with Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft mbH  
& Co. KG. 

This work is subject to copyright. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be 
reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, includ-
ing photocopying, recording, or any information storage or retrieval system, without 
prior permission in writing from the publishers. Under § 54 of the German Copyright 
Law where copies are made for other than private use a fee is payable to “Verwertungs
gesellschaft Wort”, Munich. 

No responsibility for loss caused to any individual or organization acting on or  
refraining from action as a result of the material in this publication can be accepted  
by Nomos or the editors.

Onlineversion
Nomos eLibrary

https://www.nomos-shop.de/isbn/978-3-8487-6904-9



Table of Contents

List of abbreviations 7

Introduction 9
Eltion Meka and Stefano Bianchini

Section 1: Understanding the dilemmas of the post-Yugoslav Space

Chapter 1: The Search for Meaning and Identity: Nation- and State-
Building in the Western Balkans 37
Davor Pauković and Višeslav Raos

Chapter 2: Understanding Democracy 59
Pero Maldini

Chapter 3: The Role of Deliberative and Participatory Democracy in
Promoting Reconciliation 81
Goran Patrick Filic

Chapter 4: The role of European integration in the Western Balkans 103
Eltion Meka and Maja Savić-Bojanić

Chapter 5: Imported Democracy And Its Fragility Without
Reconciliation 127
Stefano Bianchini

Section 2: Achieving Democracy and Reconciliation: Controversial paths?

Chapter 6: Sources and Continuities of Ethno-religious Nationalism
in the Western Balkans 153
Ilir Kalemaj and Sokol Lleshi

5

https://www.nomos-shop.de/isbn/978-3-8487-6904-9



Chapter 7: Justice and Reconciliation: Some Experiences from the
ICTY and South Africa 169
Johan J du Toit

Chapter 8: Borders and Boundaries as Obstacles to Reconciliation 189
Maja Pulić

Chapter 9: Intellectuals between radicalization and reconciliation in
the Western Balkans 207
Gazela Pudar Draško and Aleksandar Pavlović

Chapter 10: Minorities and reconciliation in the Western Balkans 225
Simona Mameli and Sanja Kajinić

Chapter 11: Variety and effects of human mobility: “intra”, “extra”,
and “crossing” flows in the region and the democratization process 247
Marco Zoppi

Afterword 269
Stefano Bianchini and Eltion Meka

List of authors 279

Index 285

Table of Contents

6

https://www.nomos-shop.de/isbn/978-3-8487-6904-9



List of abbreviations

AEBR Association of European Border Regions
ASK Kosovo Agency of Statistics
BHAS Agency for Statistics of the Bosnia and Herzegovina
CEE Central and Eastern Europe
CEEC Central and Eastern European Countries
CEFTA Central European Free Trade Area
CEI Central European Initiative
DPS Democratic Party of Socialists
EC European Community
ECSC European Coal and Steel Community
EEC European Economic Community
EU European Union
EUSAIR EU strategy for the Adriatic-Ionian Region
EUSDR EU strategy for the Danube Region
FBIH Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina
FYROM Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
GDP Gross Domestic Product
HDZ Croatian Democratic Union
ICTR The International Criminal Court for Rwanda
ICTY International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia
IEBL Inter Entity Boundary Line
IIP International Institute for Peace
INSTAT Albanian Institute of Statistics
JNA Yugoslav People’s Army (originally: Jugoslavenska Narodna

Armija)
KFOR Kosovo Force
LGBT Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transsexual
LGBTIQ Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender Intersexual Queer
MAKStat State Statistical Office of the Republic of North Macedonia
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MONStat Statistical Office of Montenegro
NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organization
NGO Non-Governmental Organization
NDH Independent State of Croatia
OSCE Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
RAE Roma, Ashkalis and Egyptians
RCC Regional Cooperation Council
RECOM Regional Commission
RS Republic of Srpska
RZS Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
SEE South-East Europe
SSECP South East European Cooperation Project
SNS Serbian Progressive Party (Serbian: Srpska Napredna Stran-

ka)
SAP Stabilization and Association Process
SASA Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts
UÇK Ushtria Çlirimtare e Kosovës (English: KLA - Kosovo Libera-

tion Army)
UN United Nations
UNHCR United Nation’s High Commissioner for Refugees
UNMIK United Nations Mission in Kosovo
US United States
JNA Yugoslav People’s Army
WB Western Balkans
WBC Western Balkan Countries
WWI First World War or Great War
WWII Second World War
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