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Prelude

This dissertation was submitted in 2020 to the Faculty of Law at the
University of Cologne and successfully defended on January 7, 2021. All
observations, conclusions and citations contained herein are current as of
this disputation date and all viewpoints, opinions or conclusions expressed
are my own.

While researching on the topic of copyright, I became fascinated with
its protection of “authorship,” and what this word truly means. In the US
legal context, an author is an originator who produces a creative work.
Going further, a comparable German term der Schöpfer, can be translated
into English as “author,” “originator,” or, in the theological context, “The
Creator.” Regardless of how mundane or momentous any new work may
appear to be, authorship is a profound undertaking. Authorship entails
devising new ideas in the immaterial realm, formulating them into words
or other means of expression, and fixing the expressions into a tangible
medium. When new works are conceived, new worlds are created and
unchartered territory is forged. Authorship can be a remarkable gift to
others; it gives a grip on the complexities of the world. Using previous
works as a springboard, future authors may take hold, engage with, and
expand upon them. Along these lines, it is my hope that this thesis will
provoke thought on the issues presented, guide subsequent research, and
invite new, creative theories by future authors, creators and Schöpfer.
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