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Forword

This book intends to provide philosophical foundations for one the most
crucial global practice, namely humanitarian action, in view of current de-
velopments in international ethics. Indeed, in a globalized world, the suffe-
ring of many people has become more tangible and therefore also a philo-
sophical and global political puzzle. Since the first phases of the globaliza-
tion, in which the founding of the Red Cross falls, humanitarian action in
form of various assistance and support services, emerged as a cross-border
concern. After the Second World War, humanitarian actors have signifi-
cantly expanded their activities and also increased their size. Simultaneous-
ly to the emergence of humanitarian practice, a differentiated humanitari-
an theory has emerged which intended to provide foundations for this
commitment and determine its principles.

From a philosophical point of view, it is crucial to investigate which
forms of ethical foundations and normative goals underlye this develop-
ment and how, in view of various philosophical traditions, these develop-
ments are to be interpreted. This book argues that the philosophical theo-
ries of cosmopolitanism, understood as theory of global justice, provide an
interpretation framework that allows to critically apprehend the normative
implications of humanitarian practice and its political consequences. The
work is thus not only politically, but also in the context of the current in-
tensive debate on cosmopolitan justice highly relevant and offers an im-
portant contribution to the attempt to philosophically unveil the normati-
ve and philosophical-political implications of a central global practice.

While the current revival of cosmopolitanism, as a theory of global justi-
ce, emphasizes solely the objective aspects of cosmopolitanism, namely in-
stitutions, traditions, common political commitments and legal procedu-
res, the subjectivity of the victims is hardly brought forward in the fore-
front of debates. To fill this gap is the aim of this book, which claims that
condition for a fundamental humanitarian theory and practice requires
that victims be treated as fully moral and political subjects, rather than pas-
sive recipients. Thus the book adopts the perspective of the victims by
highlighting a twofold subjectivity of the victims, namely the moral and
political subjectivity.

The moral subjectivity of the victims is articulated, using Martha Nuss-
baum's capability approach, which brings out the dignity of victims, while
Rainer Forst's theory of justification, which sees the question of power as
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the first question of justice, is used to ground the political subjectivity of
the victims. Dignity and justifiability, which I propose to understand as
empowerment, are therefore highlighted as inherent components of justice
when it comes to articulate humanitarian practices and theories. In relati-
on with justice, the two principles are termed dignifying and justifying (or
empowering) justice.

The implications of both theories for a thicker humanitarian theory and
practice are drawn in a dialectical movement. In the deconstructive phase,
the dignifying and empowering justice allows to criticise humanitarian
practices, language and power relations, which are based on the politics of
pity without seeing those affected as active actors. In the constructive pha-
se, the dignifying and empowering justice allows to extend to the traditio-
nal principles of humanitarian action the philosophically based principles
of dignity and empowerment that present victims as fully moral and politi-
cal subjects.

Prof. Dr. Michael Reder
and Y. Menanga Kizito

Forword
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