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“Passed around by a Crescent”: Wine Poetry in the Literary Traditions of the 
Islamic World explores the literary polyphony of wine in the premodern Arabic, 
Persian, Hebrew, Ottoman Turkish, and Urdu literatures during the first millennium 
of the Islamic era. The volume offers a diachronic perspective on the tradition 
of wine poetry. The inherent comparativeness of Bacchic verse stimulated its 
wide circulation and shaped its transformations throughout different periods of 
literary history and across diverse linguistic, religious and cultural milieus. The 
contributions to the book are grouped around six discursive avenues of enquiry: 
the development of literary forms and structures; the rich literary repertoire of 
themes; motifs and imagery; cross-cultural inspirations and transformations; the 
social dimension of the poetry on wine; its inspirational and transgressive appeal 
as well as its symbolic and mystical dimensions.

Contributors to the volume are: Enrico Boccaccini, Michael Cooperson, Kirill 
Dmitriev, Jeremy Farrel, Ahmad Ali Hussein, Agnes Imhof, Renate Jacobi, 
Sooyong Kim, Hajnalka Kovacs, Hakan Özkan, Christina Ossipova, Raymond 
Scheindlin, Arie Schippers, Sunil Sharma, Christine van Ruymbeke, and Joachim 
Yeshaya.

Kirill Dmitriev is Lecturer in Arabic at the University of St Andrews, UK. His 
research focuses on classical Arabic language and literature. He is the co-editor 
of the volume Insatiable Appetite: Food as Cultural Signifier in the Middle East 
and Beyond (Leiden: Brill, 2019). Kirill is a founding member of the Arab-German 
Young Academy of Sciences and Humanities and a recipient of the Friedrich 
Wilhelm Bessel Research Award by the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation. 
Christine van Ruymbeke is Ali Reza and Muhamed Soudavar Professor 
of Persian Literature and Culture at the University of Cambridge. Her latest 
monograph takes a fresh look at the Persian Animal fables: Kashefi’s Anvar-e 
Sohayli. Rewriting Kalila and Dimna in Timurid Herat (Leiden: Brill, 2016). An 
earlier book, Science and Poetry in Medieval Persia. The Botany of Nizami’s 
Khamsa (Cambridge: CUP, 2007) was a winner of Iran’s Book of the Year Prize 
in 2009.
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This publication explores the presence of the shared heritage 
and interdependence of poetry composed around the theme 
of wine in diverse literary traditions of the Islamic world. The 
specialist contributions discuss multiple aspects of the literary 
polyphony of wine in the pre-modern Arabic, Persian, Hebrew, 
Ottoman Turkish, and Urdu literatures during the first 
 millennium of the Islamic era. Presenting these together and 

in dialogue with one another, the volume offers a comparative 
perspective on a long, varied, but singularly mutual tradition. 
It traces how this poetry develops, flourishes and matures 
across linguistic and geographic, confessional and social, 
 aesthetic and artistic boundaries within the regions of the 
religiously and culturally diverse Islamic world, from al-Andalūs 
to India.


